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Mr. Michael Savage (Dartmouth—Cole Harbour, Lib.):

Madam Speaker, it has always been my view that every Canadian should, at least once
in their lifetime, attend a citizenship ceremony, to see the pride of new Canadians, to
hear them take the citizenship oath and to stand ramrod straight and sing O Canada.
Whether born in Canada or, like myself, come to Canada at a young age, one cannot help
but be absolutely touched and amazed by the pride and the passion of those who have
chosen Canada.

Every Canada Day, a citizenship ceremony is held at Pier 21, and a more perfect union
could never be made. New Canadians from all over the world become citizens on the very
ground that started the Canadian journey for so many others.

As the first nation to embrace multiculturalism as a national policy, it seems natural
that we would have the National Museum of Immigration, but it has only come about
through vision, dedication and unrelenting hard work.

Many people played a big role in the evolution of Pier 21. It is not possible to pay
tribute to all of the volunteers, donors, partners and staff, but if there is one thing that
ever person who ever worked for Pier 21 could agree on, it is that Ruth Goldbloom is the
driving force, the heart and soul, the energy that made Pier 21 come back to life.

In 1989 Mr. Leblanc asked her to join the Pier 21 Society and in 1993 she became its
president. At the time, Pier 21 was a dusty, empty old shed on the waterfront that reeked
of history, and likely reeked of much else, but seemed an unlikely candidate to be chosen
as one of the Seven Wonders of Canada. However, Ruth could see something and, more
important, she could translate that vision to others. She not only encouraged people to
get involved, she appreciated everybody who ever helped with Pier 21, whether they
worked in the gift shop or whether they gave $1 million.

The most remarkable thing, in fact, about Ruth Goldbloom's leadership is her sincere
belief that she is genuinely privileged to have been able to serve. When she speaks of
people like Bill Snooey of the Dutch Reformed Church, who visited Pier 21 when it was an
old shed on the harbour and how she connected with him and his ancestors, we get a
sense of her humility and her connection to those who loved Pier 21.

Pier 21 is more than just a special place or an historic place. To many, it is an
honoured place and to some it a sacred place. Thousands of Canadians, such as my
leader, connect to ancestors at Pier 21. It helps to make them whole. Indeed, Pier 21
helps to make Canada whole.

Today is a special day. I would not be surprised if Ruth Goldbloom, who once was
known as Nova Scotia's Shirley Temple, does not have a little celebratory dance tonight,
with John Oliver, Wadih Fares, Bob Moody and the many others who are celebrating. This
is a special day. Parliament has come together to honour our past, to celebrate our great
country today and to prepare for a bright future and let Pier 21 take its rightful place as
Canada's National Museum of Immigration.

Congratulations to everybody.



