December 9th, 2010
Oral Question: Seniors Poverty

Mike Savage, MP, Dartmouth-Cole Harbour:

Mr. Speaker, this Christmas, there are many more Canadians living in poverty than
there were when the government took office. Seniors poverty is up 25%, but while
the government can find $1 billion for its bloated G8 meeting, seniors suffer. While
the Conservatives were making merry at their Christmas party last night, their
senators danced out long enough to kill a bill that would have made Christmas a little
bit brighter for disabled Nortel employees.

Merry Christmas from their government. This on top of shafting our poor seniors by
cutting their GIS. Our seniors have stood up for this country for years. Why does
their government not stand up for them now?
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Mr. Speaker, come on. Poverty in this country is a national disgrace. Governments
make choices. They can find billions of dollars for untendered planes but nothing for
seniors. Seniors poverty is up 25%. Poverty is up 2.5%. We have more people living
in the streets, kids going without food, skyrocketing debt, and people with increased
debt loads. Those are facts, but those are the choices that the Conservatives make.
The government does not seem to give a damn. What does it say to the poor, “Let
them eat planes™?




